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SUBJECT: SOVIET DIPLOMAT'S STATEMENTS ON MIDDLE EAST WAR 

1. SOVIET FIRST SECRETARY ANATOLIY SOKOLOV (WHO DESCRIBE HIM 

SELF AS ECONOMIC OFFICER) CALLED ON CANADIAN FIRST SECRETARY GOOCH 
ON OCTOBER 7 AND MADE FOLLOWING POINTS, WHICH HE REPEATED TO MAKE 
SURE THE MESSAGE CLEAR: 

A. SOVIETS KNEW THAT EGYPTIANS AND SYRIANS HAD VIOLATED CEASE FIRE. 
THEY DID NOT KNOW OF IT IN ADVANCE NOR DO THEY APPROVE. 

B. RENEWED OUTBREAK HOSTILITIES REPRESENT "DANGEROUS AND 
DELICATE" SITUATION FOR SOVIETS. 

C. SOVIETS ADVISORS HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN IN PAST TWO DAYS FROM 
EGYPT AND SYRIA. 

2. GOOCH SUBSEQUENTLY DETERMINED THAT SOKOLOV ALSO CALLED ON 
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MESSAGE OCTOBER 7 AND 8. (FRG EMB REPORTS SOKOLOV ALSO EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT NATO COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY THOSE NEAREST CONFLICT, WOULD 
EXERCISE RESTRAINT) EMBASSY HAS ALSO CONFIRMED THIS AND THAT 
SOVIETS TO DATE HAVE NOT FORMALLY APPROACHED BRITISH, BELGIAN, 

FRENCH AUSTRALIAN OR ITALIAN EMBASSIES HERE ON SUBJECT OF MIDDLE 
EAST WAR. THUS NO CLEAR PATTERN FOR SOKOLOV'S INITIATIVE APPARENT. 

3. EMBASSY WOULD BE INTERESTED LEARN IF SOVIETS MAKING SIMILAR 
STATEMENTS ELSEWHERE. REALIZE NOT TOO MUCH SIGNIFICANCE SHOULD BE 
ATTACHED TO BELGRADE APPROACHES AT FIRST SECRETARY LEVEL. 

(FYI, EMBASSY HAS NO BIOGRAPHIC INFO ON SOKOLOV). 
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